Before you search for information, consider what it is that you want to find out about.
1. Unpack your question to identify the key concepts. 2. Pick out keywords that you will use in your search. 3. Map out your search strategy. You may find mind mapping a useful way to do this -using pen and paper, software on your computer, or an app on your mobile device.
Here is an example of mapping out your key concepts to start to pick out the keywords that you will use in your search.
Plan
Make use of the best tools for the job. Make use of the information in your assignments, but make sure you cite and reference it correctly, to avoid plagiarism.
There are many different styles you can use to cite your references. In the first instance, check your course or module handbook for guidance on which style to use.
There is also a variety of referencing software that you could use: EndNote, Zotero, RefMe, Mendeley. These tools can be used to store, manage and organise your references. You can also cite in your document and build your bibliography.
For further guidance on citation and referencing, take a look at the Library and Information Skills Moodle Module.
Use
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